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010-301              The Politics of Reproduction                                    Teele, D 

Mondays                                                                            2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

 

The idea that the “personal” is political” finds no greater example than in the politics of reproduction.  From inheritance 

laws, the rights of the offspring of enslaved peoples, or policies to reduce (or increase) fertility, the modern nation 

state has had a great deal to say about the use and produce of human bodies.  In this course we will examine how 

formal and informal institutions have governed reproductive practices over the past 200 years.  We will look at how 

family structures and economic development map onto fertility, and at how technological innovations in fertility 

control (including birth control and IVF) have influenced women’s economic and political participation.  We will also 

consider whether reproductive policies have differential impacts for LGBTQ households.  Finally, we examine the 

“dark side” of reproductive policies – not only sterilization campaigns but also the treatment of sex workers and sex-

selective abortion – to understand how state policies have divided households based on race, class, and occupation. 

 

010-401                          War on Drugs: Latin America                                 Kronick, D 

Tuesdays                1:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

Cross-listed with LALS 107 

 

The United States government has spent tens of billions of dollars on policies aimed at reducing the flow of illicit 

drugs from Latin America and the Caribbean. In this seminar, we will ask: What motivates these policies? On what 

were these billions of dollars spent? How did these policies affect the supply of drugs to the United States? How did 

these policies affect violence in Latin American countries? How did they shape the revenues and political power of 

drug trafficking organizations? Through readings, discussion, and writing, we will analyze one of central tenets of the 

relationship between the United States and Latin America. 

 

110-001                                      Comparative Politics                                                     Lustick, I 

Mondays & Wednesdays          11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

 
This course is designed to introduce students to comparative political analysis. How can the political behavior, 

circumstances, institutions, and dynamic patterns of change that people experience in very different societies be 

analyzed using the same set of concepts and theories? That is the question posed in this course.  To achieve both 

breadth and depth the course will use monographic studies of a variety of political systems operating in different 

regions of the world.   Topics will include nationalism, revolution, democratization, authoritarianism, populism, and 

political culture.  

 

112-401                          Socialism                                Orenstein, M 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                                                                                            4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 

Cross-listed with REES 133 

 
Socialism has become a hot topic in US politics.  Some advocate it as an ideology that supports economic equality; 

others decry it as a path towards excessive state control.  But what does the word socialism really mean?  Why does 

it seems to mean different things to different people?  What is the historical background of socialism?  Are there 

meaningful differences between different forms of socialism or are they more or less the same thing?  Which 

societies are socialist in practice, both past and present?  What about the US?  What are the different proposals US 

and other Socialists make today? What is their logic?  How socialist are they?  Are their policy ideas or bad? What 

effects would they have?  This course will introduce students to socialism in theory and practice, with an emphasis on 

different models of Western social democracy and how they are impacting political discourse right now. 
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131-001               American Foreign Policy          Gans Jr., J 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                                                                                                4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

 
What defines the interests of the United States and what sort of strategies lead to success for the United States when 

it acts abroad? Who makes US foreign policy? This course will help students those and other questions.  The class 

combines three major elements: a study of the history of U.S. foreign relations since 1865; an analysis of the causes 

of American foreign policy such as the international system, public opinion, and the media; and a discussion of the 

major policy issues in contemporary U.S. foreign policy, including terrorism, civil wars, and economic policy. 

 

151-001                                               International Security                                           Goldstein, A                                                                                 

Mondays & Wednesdays                                                                                    11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

This lecture course introduces students to the subfield of international security or strategic studies. In order to grasp 

the usefulness of the theoretical ideas presented in readings and lectures, abstract concepts are linked with a study of 

the national security policies states have adopted in the decades since World War II.  

 

Questions that the course explores include the following: What are the requirements for ensuring a nation’s security?  

What are the fundamental distinctions among the alternative strategies available to states and to their adversaries?  

What strategies have the U.S. and others adopted?  To what extent have these strategic choices reflected a clearly 

defined national interest, domestic political and economic pressures, international constraints, and the state of military 

technology?  What lessons, if any, does the history of international security relations since the mid-20th century 

suggest about challenges faced in the 21st century?  The course examines some of these challenges by looking a 

t debates about nuclear proliferation, terrorism, military interventions (motivated by an interest in promoting regime 

change, supporting counterinsurgency efforts, or providing humanitarian assistance), the implications of China’s 

reemergence as a great power, dangerous “flashpoints” in East Asia, and the effects of the “revolution in military 

affairs” on the prospects for ballistic missile defenses, unmanned combat vehicles, and cyber warfare. 

 

152-001                       International Political Economy                                         Pollack, M 

Mondays & Wednesdays                                                                                      9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 

 
This course examines the politics of international economic relations.  As a field of study, international political 

economy (IPE) examines the interactions of states and markets, focusing on the role of politics in explaining the 

origins and operations of regimes for international trade, international finance and monetary affairs, and 

development.  The course is arranged in four parts.  In the first part, we begin with a basic introduction to IPE as a 

field of study, review the various theoretical approaches to the field, and provide a brief, panoramic introduction to 

international economic history focusing on the “rise and fall” of the Bretton Woods system of international trade and 

monetary relations.  In the second part, we examine the issue of international trade, including the domestic and 

international politics of trade policy, the operation of the World Trade Organization (WTO), and the growth of 

economic regionalism and preferential trading agreements.  Third, we survey the political economy of the international 

monetary and financial system, including the evolution of the exchange-rate regime, the creation of a single currency 

in the European Union, the issue of capital market liberalization, and the financial crises of the 1990s and of 2008-

2009.  The fourth section, finally, examines various issues related to economic development, the efficacy of foreign 

aid, and the political economy of climate change. 
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181-001                                                  Modern Political Thought                                             Norton, A 

Mondays & Wednesdays               3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

 
This course will provide an overview of major figures and themes of modern political thought. We will focus on 

themes and questions pertinent to political theory in the modern era, particularly focusing on the relationship of 

the individual to community, society, and state. Although the emergence of the individual as a central moral, 

political, and conceptual category arguably began in earlier eras, it is in the seventeenth century that it takes firm 

hold in defining the state, political institutions, moral thinking, and social relations. The centrality of "the 

individual" has created difficulties, even paradoxes, for community and social relations, and political theorists 

have struggled to reconcile those throughout the modern era. We will consider the political forms that emerged 

out of those struggles, as well as the changed and distinctly "modern" conceptualizations of political theory such 

as freedom, responsibility, justice, rights and obligations, as central categories for organizing moral and political 

life. 
 

183-001              American Political Thought                     Goldman, L 

Mondays & Wednesdays                                                                                              11:00 AM - 12:00 PM              
 

This course offers a wide-ranging introduction to American Political Thought, placing it both in the context of its 

sources as well as unique aspects of the American experience. Particular attention will be paid to three theoretical 

traditions whose interaction has historically shaped American political discourse: Christianity, Liberalism, and 

Republicanism.  

 

208-401   International Organization in Latin America            Bartch, C 

Tuesdays & Thursdays         10:30 AM – 11:50 AM 

Cross-listed with LALS 208 
 

International Organizations (IOs) play a powerful role in mitigating conflict at the global level. What role do they play 

in solving problems related to global politics, economic development, corruption, inequality and civil society in Latin 

America? How much power, influence and control do they possess in the region? This course examines the role and 

impact international organizations have had on Latin America since the mid-20th century. After a review of theoretical 

and methodological perspectives on the significance of IOs in international relations, students will examine the 

workings, issues and often controversies surrounding IOs in Latin America, including the IMF, World Bank, UN, 

OAS and ICC as well as regional organizations such as the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and area trade 

blocs and agreements of Mercosur, NAFTA and others. There will be a special focus on the Organization of American 

States in preparation for the Washington Model OAS students will be invited to attend from April 6-10, 2020 in 

Washington, D.C. Students attending this simulation will represent the delegation of Dominican Republic. In addition, 

the course hosts policymakers and scholars as guest speakers throughout the semester. 
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215-001                                                    The European Union                                          O’Leary, B 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                          10:30 AM - 12 PM 

 

This course will be taught experimentally in 2020. The object is to understand the European Union through UK exit 

(so-called “Brexit”). On October 1 2019 it was not known whether the UK’s exit would happen on October 31 2019. 

Likewise, whether exit would occur with (or without) a formal withdrawal agreement with the EU-27. These matters 

may be unclear when this course starts, but in all scenarios the impacts will be long-term. The UK’s exit negotiations 

provide an excellent opportunity to interpret the EU—and to understand why it is said, fairly or otherwise, that the 

provincial English, i.e., those living outside big cities, are just starting to understand the EU. The course begins with 

a capsule history of Europe and the EU, and of the structure and functioning of the EU’s core institutions. We address 

whether the EU is or is becoming a novel political formation, a state, a super-state, a federation, an empire, or a 

confederation. The UK’s volatile relationship with European integration, beginning in the1940s, is explored up until 

the referendum of June 2016, and after. How a long-run internal crisis within the Conservative party interacted with 

crises within the EU and the Eurozone is part of our focus. Other topics to be treated include the expansion of the EU; 

the failure of the European Constitution and its replacement by the Lisbon Treaty; the EU’s alleged crises of  

democratic legitimacy; the crises that the Euro has survived; and refugee & migration crises. Lastly, we consider 

whether the UK’s possible secession from the European Union will trigger the break-up of the UK’s two internal 

unions, that of Great Britain, and that between Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  

  

217-401                         Russian Politics        Sil, R 

Mondays & Wednesdays               3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Cross-listed with PSCI 517 

 

This course will situate Russia within a broad comparative and historical context. The objective is to shift from U.S-

centric debates about how to “contain Russia” or "deal with Putin," and to instead try and grasp how political, 

economic and social changes have been experienced and perceived by Russians themselves, with an eye to how other 

ambitious non-Western countries have managed their own political systems, economic programs, social tensions, and 

geopolitical ambitions. The first part of the course examines the origins and evolution of the Soviet regime from Lenin 

to Gorbachev. Part II delves into continuities and changes in politics, economics and society in the Russian Federation, 

first during a period of “state breakdown” under Boris Yeltsin, and then under Vladimir Putin. Close attention is paid 

to the question of what baseline to use in assessing the structure and performance of the political system and the 

economy. In the process, we will cover Russia’s constitution and political institutions, examine the extent of socio-

political conflict or stability over time, and track the fluctuations in economic growth and demographic trends.  The 

analysis of Russia’s economy will incorporate consideration of the role of oligarchs and the management of Russia’s 

natural resources (particularly oil and gas).  Part III will examine Russia in a comparative and global context, with an 

eye to assessing the prospects for understanding the sources of the decline in US-Russia relations and the prospects 

for rebuilding trust and cooperation between Russia and the West after a series of problematic encounters -- the 

ongoing turmoil in eastern Ukraine, the rise in cyber-warfare, and the showdowns over sanctions and election 

interference.  Requirements consist of an in-class midterm, a take-home paper, and an in-class final.  With additional 

work, the course may be taken for graduate credit (PSCI 517) with the permission of the instructor. 
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236-401                Public Policy Process                 Meredith, M 

Mondays & Wednesdays        10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Cross-listed with PPE 312 

 

This course introduces students to the theories and practice of the policy-making process. There are four primary 

learning objectives. First, understanding how the structure of political institutions matter for the policies that they 

produce. Second, recognizing the constraints that policymakers face when making decisions on behalf of the public. 

Third, identifying strategies that can be used to overcome these constraints. Fourth, knowing the toolbox that is 

available to participants in the policy-making process to help get their preferred policies implemented. While our focus 

will primarily be on American political institutions, many of the ideas and topics discussed in the class apply broadly 

to other democratic systems of government. Students will be evaluated based on two policy memos, a final exam, and 

participation in recitation sections. 

 

237-001             The American Presidency                 Gottschalk, M 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                                                                                                10:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

 

This course surveys the institutional development of the American presidency from the Constitutional convention to 

today. It examines the politics of presidential leadership, how the executive branch functions, and the tensions between 

the presidency, leadership, and democracy.  

 

243-001             Dilemmas of Immigration            Jones-Correa, M 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                                                                                                      3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
 

Behind the daily headlines about refugees refused entry, families separated, and undocumented migrants deported 

there is a set of hard questions which deserve closer attention:  Should countries have borders?  If countries have 

borders, how should they decide who is kept out and who is allowed in?  How many immigrants is ‘enough’? Are all 

immigrants equally desirable? What kinds of obligations do immigrants have to the society that receives them?  What 

kinds of obligations do host societies have to immigrants? Should there be ‘pathways’ to citizenship for all 

residents?  Can citizenship be earned?  Should citizenship be automatic?   This course explores a whole range of 

normative issues/dilemmas raised by immigration.   

 

247-001    Campaigns and Elections                                   Gooch, A 

Tuesdays & Thursdays              4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
 

This lecture course will teach you about American campaigns and elections, combining canonical findings in voting 

behavior with their practical applications to campaigns. Topics include the party nomination process, the general 

election campaign, partisanship, turnout, campaign finance, candidate issue positioning, the role of race and ethnicity, 

advertising, and how the media (including social media) influences elections. After learning key concepts from 

political science, the course will culminate with students applying their knowledge to a “campaign strategy” project 

involving the 2020 presidential election.   

 

250-401               U.S. Intervention in Latin America                                  Kronick, D 

Mondays & Wednesdays                                                                         2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

 

Why has the United States government participated in regime change in Latin America? How have these interventions 

affected Latin American political and economic outcomes? How have they helped or hurt U.S. interests in the region? 

This lecture course introduces the history and politics of U.S. participation in regime change in Latin America since 

1949. For each event, the course will help students understand (1) the goals of the U.S. government; (2) the historical 

and political context of the intervention; and (3) the outcomes and consequences, both in Latin America and for the 

United States. One set of short writing assignments will train students to identify the main argument of a reading and 

assess the quality of the evidence presented in support of that argument; a second set of short writing assignments will 

train students to make and defend their own argument (see draft syllabus for details). 
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258-001                    Human Rights                                    Doherty-Sil, E 

Mondays & Wednesdays                                                                                            1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

 

What exactly should be considered a fundamental "human right"?  What is the basis for something is a fundamental 

human right?  This course will examine not only broad conceptual debates, but will also focus on specific issue areas 

(e.g., civil rights, economic rights, women's rights), as well as the question of how new rights norms emerge in 

international relations. 

 

259-301                Chinese Foreign Policy                                Goldstein, A 

Mondays                 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

 

This seminar examines the influences on and patterns of China’s international relations.   Topics to be covered include 

the following:  theoretical approaches to analyzing foreign policy; the historical legacy and evolution of China’s 

foreign policy; contemporary China’s foreign policy on traditional national security concerns as well as economic, 

environmental, and humanitarian issues; China’s military modernization; China’s foreign policy in Asia, Africa, 

Europe, and Latin America; China’s rise and its implications for relations with the United States. The class is a seminar 

in which student preparation and participation will be essential. Students planning to enroll in the course should email 

the instructor to request a permit. Priority in issuing permits will be given to students who have taken PSCI 219 (or 

its equivalent).  

 

272-001          American Constitutional Law II               Smith, R 

Mondays & Wednesdays               3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
 

This course explores the structures, purposes, and transformations in the American constitutional system from World 

War I to the present.  Issues include the division of powers between state and national governments and the branches 

of the federal government; economic powers of private actors and governmental regulators; the authority of 

governments to enforce or reduce racial and gender hierarchies; and the extent of religious and expressive freedoms, 

privacy rights, and rights of persons accused of crimes. 

 

286-001             Islamist Political Theory              Euben, R 

Tuesdays & Thursdays                       10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Islamism is often collapsed into terrorism, but Islamist thinkers and organizations espouse different political positions, 

using diverse rhetorical strategies calibrated to address disparate audiences from Morocco to France, Iran to the United 

States, Pakistan to the Persian Gulf. This is a reading-intensive course designed to grasp such arguments by engaging 

Sunni and Shi`i Islamist political theorists and organizations from the Middle East, North Africa and South Asia. 

These include Hasan al-Banna, Sayyid Qutb, Abu’l-A`la Mawududi, Zaynab al-Ghazali, Ruhollah Khomeini, Yusuf 

al-Qaradawi, Nadia Yassine, Osama bin laden, the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas and ISIS. Among the questions 

central to the course are: How and why do Islamists seek to remake the modern state? What explicit claims about 

women, and implicit assumptions about gender, are at work in Islamist political thought, and why does this matter? 

What is the relationship, if any, between Islamism and democracy? What does jihad mean, and does it necessarily 

legitimize violence—or global jihad? And importantly: why use these politically-laden terms; why ask these questions 

rather than others; what assumptions are built into them; and what dangers do they court?  
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298-301             Populism, Authoritarianism, & Exclusions                   Harrold, D 

Mondays                                         5:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
 

New forms of populism have disrupted politics in the United States, Western Europe, and elsewhere. Authoritarianism 

remains strong in many parts of the world. New forms of exclusion are driving or removing people from places where 

they have lived as communities in the past.  While this course will devote some attention to historical cases of 

populism, the main focus is on a better understanding of these recent events using the analytical frames of comparative 

politics and other social science approaches.  Assignments include quizzes on readings, informal presentations, and a 

research paper. Prerequisite: At least one other course from political science or history. 

 

333-401                          Political Polling                                               Dutwin, D 

Thursdays                 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Cross-listed with COMM 393 
 

Political polls are a central feature of elections and are ubiquitously employed to understand and explain voter 

intentions and public opinion. This course will examine political polling by focusing on four main areas of 

consideration.  First, what is the role of political polls in a functioning democracy?  This area will explore the 

theoretical justifications for polling as a representation of public opinion.  Second, the course will explore the business 

and use of political polling, including media coverage of polls, use by politicians for political strategy and messaging, 

and the impact polls have on elections specifically and politics more broadly.  The third area will focus on the nuts 

and bolts of election and political polls, specifically with regard to exploring traditional questions and scales used for 

political measurement; the construction and considerations of likely voter models; measurement of the horserace; and 

samples and modes used for election polls. The course will additionally cover a fourth area of special topics, which 

will include exit polling, prediction markets, polling aggregation, and other topics.  It is not necessary for students to 

have any specialized mathematical or statistical background for this course. 

 

398-303            China & the World in the 21st Century: Sustainability, Tech &                       Moore, S 

Tuesdays     Security               1:30 PM – 4:30 PM  

                            
A signal feature of the twenty-first century is the re-emergence of China as a principal player in nearly every field, 

including politics, economics, the environment, and technology. But while much of the focus on “China’s rise” has 

focused on its security and economic dimensions, China’s role in issues like human rights, sustainability, and 

technology are increasingly taking center stage. This course will examine the “China dimension” of these global issues 

and trends. It will explore the evolution of China’s role in the twenty-first century, with a focus on recent political 

history, and examine its political implications both within China and abroad. The source will also include a substantial 

focus on emerging issue areas like climate change and artificial intelligence. Readings will include classic texts on 

Chinese politics as well as op-eds, speeches, and videos.   

 

This course will be conducted in a seminar format, and will be divided into two main parts, one focused on China’s 

recent political history, and the second on how this history has shaped China’s role in issues like trade, human rights, 

and technology. The course will require substantial student participation in seminar discussions, presentations, and 

debates. Prior coursework related to Chinese history, politics, or economics will be helpful, but not a prerequisite.   

 

424-401   Feminist Politics: Feminist Theory                            Hirschmann, N 

Tuesdays                 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM  

Cross-listed with GSWS 424 

 
This seminar will consider feminist theoretical works that focus on 4 issues that are politically important to feminism: 

intersectionality, poverty, disability, and climate change. A fifth issue may be added depending on student interest. 

Written work will involve a research paper: a short paper or outline plus bibliography due at mid-term that introduces 

the ideas and some texts; and final paper at the end of the semester. Students will also present their work and class 

will be conducted on a seminar format, based on class discussion of the readings. Open to students who have had some 

prior work in GSWS and/or political theory or philosophy. 
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437-401             Race & Criminal Justice                        Gottschalk, M 

Tuesdays                 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

Cross-listed with PSCI 638, AFRC 437, AFRC 638 
 

This advanced-level seminar analyzes the politics of "crime in the streets" and "crime in the suites." Key topics include 

the causes and consequences of mass incarceration; the rise of the carceral state; racial, economic, and gender 

disparities in punishment; similarities and differences between how crime in the streets and crime in the suites are 

punished; the Great Recession; the opioid crisis; and environmental crimes and global warming. It is designed for 

advanced undergraduates and graduate and professional students.    

 

498-301       Militant Right in National Security             Vitalis, R  

Mondays                2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 

The seminar takes up the problem of the missing history of the militant right wing of the emerging strategic studies 

field in the United States, where the University of Pennsylvania played an outsized role. The history is missing from 

both practitioner accounts of the national security studies field and in the outpouring of scholarship on the “new” or 

“alt” right, its origins, and its main foreign policy ideas and institutions.   

                               

498-302    Humanizing War     Chu, J 

Tuesdays & Thursdays             3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

 
War exposes the most barbarous face of human nature, so the notion that societies can impose order and morality on 

warfare may seem paradoxical and even futile. Yet throughout history, people have sought to and have indeed 

sometimes succeeded in humanizing war. Who are the political actors that have attempted this task? What are 

strategies have they taken to do so? What are the laws, norms, and organizations that structure how and why wars are 

fought? What affects how citizens determine what is appropriate or unacceptable in war? This course will answer 

these questions, drawing from social science theory and evidence. (No prior knowledge on the topic is required.) 

 

545-401    Politics and Education    Ben-Porath, S 

Tuesdays            10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Cross-listed with EDUC 595 

 
How is education a form of political action? In this course we look at the governance of schools, the trust in them and 

their relations to socio-economic conditions in society, among other topics, using research in education, political 

science, and political theory. 
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552-301    Game Theory                             Davis, J 

Tuesdays & Thursdays               3:00 PM – 4:30 PM 

 
This is a formal theory course oriented towards political science graduate students, though it is open to undergraduate 

students who are interested in a course that adopts this kind of approach. It should be a useful “jumping off” point for 

those interested in using formal models in their work, a good course for those who are interested in being better able 

to read work in formal theory, and more generally a good course for those who are interested in learning a particular 

“lens” for looking at the world - one in which a particular commitment to precision is emphasized, which can be useful 

even if you primarily do empirical work. 

 

The course content will start with pre-game theory preliminaries, including preferences and utility, choices under 

uncertainty, and some of the basics on optimization theory. We will then cover the most fundamental concepts and 

refinements in game theory: Nash equilibrium along with refinements like subgame perfection, Bayesian equilibrium, 

and perfect Bayesian equilibrium. In each case, depth will be emphasized over breadth of coverage; it turns out, most 

formal theory work uses only a few basic methods/solution concepts! 

 

We will not assume any specific prior mathematical training, but will introduce some important mathematical 

concepts/techniques as we go along, and basic facility with mathematics would certainly be an asset. Some of the 

exercises will involve writing mathematical proofs, and we will thus spend some time talking about how to do that as 

well. 

 

582-401   Gender, Power, & Feminist Theory              Hirschmann, N 

Mondays               2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Cross-listed with GSWS 582 

 

This seminar will examine the theme of power as it engages questions of sex and gender. Subsidiary themes that will 

be developed over the course of the semester include: the modernism/ postmodernism debate as it particularly  

relates to feminism; the intersectionality of race, gender, sexuality and class and how feminists can and do talk about 

"women"; the relevance of feminist theory to policy issues, and which theoretical approaches are the most appropriate 

or have the most powerful potential. The readings will start with "foundational" texts in feminist theory-- texts that 

anyone who wants to work in or teach feminist theory needs to have in their repertoire, they set out the background 

and history of contemporary feminist theory, and they operate from a variety of disciplinary frameworks. We then 

will move onto some newer scholarship and some more specific political issues and topics, depending on what students 

in the course are interested in studying. This course is open to undergraduates who have had some prior course work 

in feminist theory, gender and sexuality studies, and/or political theory, in consultation with the professor. 

 

598-301    Forms of Resistance             Norton, A 

Wednesdays             9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

 
This seminar will examine different forms of political resistance.  These range from individual speeches and 

performances, like those of Socrates and Gandhi, to mass actions in demonstrations and strikes; from what James 

Scott calls “weapons of the weak” to the revolutions that end and found states.  We will discuss acts within the law -

forms of civil disobedience-; and those outside it, like banditry, piracy, and more mundane transgressions. 

          

598-303    Citizenship Theory & Law              Smith, R  

Tuesdays               3:00 PM – 6:00 PM  

 

Recent years have seen an explosion of interest in issues of citizenship and migration.  This course seeks to provide 

an overview of the main empirical and normative issues, with special but not exclusive interest in citizenship in the 

law and politics of the United States.  Citizenship issues are explored in relation to nationalism, race, gender, sexuality, 

disability, age, class, and religion. 
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LIBERAL AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 

150-601   Introduction to International Relations   Doherty-Sil, E 

Mondays               5:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

This course is an introduction to the major theories and issues in international politics. The goals of the 

course are to give students a broad familiarity with the field of international relations, and to help them 

develop the analytical skills necessary to think critically about international politics. The course is divided 

into four parts: 1) Concepts and Theories of International Relations; 2) War and Security; 3) The Global 

Economy; and 4) Emerging Issues in International Relations.  
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PENN IN WASHINGTON PROGRAM 

(Open to students in the Penn in Washington Program) 

 

PSCI 330-301: PIW Semester Core Seminar: Conducting Public Policy Research in Washington (two 

credits) 

 

This is the core course of the Penn in Washington semester program and serves as an introduction to 

Washington, with a particular focus on the practice of policy analysis and research in a policymaking rather 

than an academic environment. At the end of this course, students should be able to: Identify the various 

actors involved in the policymaking process and understand how they interact across institutions to 

influence policymaking; Evaluate competing solutions to a policy problem and identify obstacles to policy 

adoption; Adjust writing style to suit a particular audience; Conduct research which capitalizes on the full 

range of resources available in Washington; Deliver a compelling presentation; Conduct effective 

informational interviews and use a citation manager. 

Faculty: Dr. Deirdre Martinez, Executive Director, Penn in Washington 

  

 

PSCI 398-301  Congress and the President: Balance of Power  

How do the Constitution’s checks and balances work in practice? And where are they not working? This 

course examines the fault lines between Washington’s two most powerful institutions — Congress and the 

President — how they clash, and where they work together. Students learn how Congress and the President 

share and compete for power in lawmaking, spending, investigations, nominations, foreign policy, and 

impeachment. The course is designed to foster skills in formulating strategies for conducting policy in an 

environment of institutions competing for power.  

Faculty: Bill Dauster 

  

 

PSCI 398-302: Today’s Diplomacy: How Does it Really Work? 

This seminar will look at diplomacy as the central instrument of contemporary foreign policy. It will 

examine the role of diplomacy and the responsibilities of the State Department and other actors, explore 

the resources and techniques available to them, and review the way diplomats have used these tools in 

recent history. The course will be broken up into three units: the players in diplomacy, the tools of foreign 

policy and recent case studies.  The intent of this class is to enable you to begin your career in politics or 

international affairs with the necessary baseline understanding of how foreign policy is created and 

implemented. 

Faculty: Dr. Stephen Epstein, Senior Advisor, U.S. Department of State 
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